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Abstract 

This study examines the role of beaded garments in Ghanaian traditional marriages, focusing on 

their cultural, symbolic, aesthetic, and socioeconomic dimensions. A qualitative research approach 

was adopted, involving purposive sampling of 26 participants comprising eight (8) bead jewellers, 

eight (8) bridal fashion designers, and five (5) couples. Data were collected through direct 

observation and semi-structured interviews and analysed thematically. Findings indicate that 

contemporary beaded bridal garments extend beyond aesthetic adornment to serve as forms of 

visual communication. Bead colours, motifs, materials, and patterns convey meanings related to 

wealth, royalty, prosperity, purity, spirituality, protection, fertility, peace, marital stability, cultural 

identity, and social status. The transformation of beads from conventional jewellery into 

extensively beaded bodices, corsets, overlays, and gowns demonstrates the creative adaptation of 

indigenous material culture to contemporary fashion. The study further reveals that beaded bridal 

fashion contributes to a local fashion value chain involving bead producers, traders, designers, 

artisans, and consumers which participants associated with opportunities for employment, 

entrepreneurship, skills development, and youth economic empowerment. Contemporary beaded 

garments also enable brides to negotiate cultural heritage and modern identity by combining 

indigenous symbolism with modern silhouettes and construction techniques. The study concludes 

that the evolution of beaded garments reflects cultural continuity, adaptation, and innovation rather 

than a departure from tradition. It recommends systematic documentation of contemporary 

beadwork practices, integration of indigenous beadwork into fashion education, support for local 

artisans, and stronger protection of intellectual property associated with Ghanaian bead designs 

and motifs. 

Keywords: beads, bridal fashion, Ghana, material culture, traditional marriage 

1.0 Introduction 

Marriage is an important social and cultural institution in Ghanaian society. Beyond the union of 

a man and a woman, traditional marriage connects families, lineages, and communities and 

provides a context for the expression of cultural values and identity. During customary marriage 

ceremonies, clothing, beads, jewellery, and other material objects play significant roles in 

communicating social status, family identity, wealth, spirituality, and cultural belonging. Among 

https://doi.org/10.53819/81018102t
mailto:abaidoo@atu.edu.gh
https://doi.org/10.53819/81018102t70121


 
\\ 
 

https://doi.org/10.53819/81018102t70120 
88 

 

Stratford Peer Reviewed Journals and Book Publishing 

Journal of Education 

Volume 9||Issue 2 ||Page 87-108|| October|2026|  

Email: info@stratfordjournals.org ISSN: 2616-8383 

 

these materials, beads have remained an important component of Ghanaian adornment and 

ceremonial practices (Arthur et al., 2015; Afful & Nantwi, 2018). 

Beads have a long history in Ghana and have traditionally been associated with important stages 

of life, including birth, puberty, marriage, festivals, and funerals. Among the Krobo, in particular, 

bead-making and bead use form part of indigenous cultural knowledge transmitted through 

generations. Beads are valued not only for their aesthetic qualities but also for their social, spiritual, 

economic, and cultural meanings (Agyemang et al., 2019). Their colours, forms, patterns, and 

placement on the body may communicate information about identity, status, spirituality, and social 

relationships (Affum, 2009; Opare-Darko, 2020). Traditionally, beads in Ghana have served as 

forms of body adornment, such as necklaces, bracelets, waist beads, and anklets, with significant 

cultural and symbolic functions (Amenakpor et al., 2015; Adu-Gyamfi et al., 2015). In 

contemporary Ghanaian fashion, however, beadwork has evolved beyond accessories to become 

an integral decorative element in garment and textile design. Designers increasingly incorporate 

beads and bead-inspired motifs into modern clothing, reflecting the adaptation of Ghanaian 

cultural heritage to contemporary fashion (Buami et al., 2022; Osei et al., 2021). This trend is 

evident in contemporary garments, including bridal and ceremonial wear, where bead embroidery 

is combined with fabrics such as Kente (Ghana News Agency, 2026).  The transformation is 

closely related to the growing interaction between Ghanaian cultural traditions and global fashion 

influences. Contemporary Ghanaian bridal designers increasingly combine modern silhouettes and 

construction techniques with indigenous materials, symbols, and craftsmanship. Studies of 

Ghanaian bridal fashion demonstrate that locally meaningful materials and traditional symbols can 

be incorporated into contemporary designs, allowing garments to express both modernity and 

cultural identity (Asmah et al., 2014; Opoku et al., 2022). Thus, the contemporary beaded bridal 

garment provides a means through which Ghanaian brides can negotiate tradition, individuality, 

and modern fashion. Although considerable research has examined Ghanaian beads, their cultural 

meanings, indigenous knowledge systems, and contemporary uses (Agyemang et al., 2020; Arthur 

et al., 2015; Baidoo et al., 2022), as well as the incorporation of Ghanaian cultural elements and 

traditional symbols into contemporary bridal wear (Asmah et al., 2014), relatively limited attention 

has been given specifically to the transformation of beads into complete bridal garments and their 

role in contemporary traditional marriages. This creates a gap in understanding how bead colours, 

patterns, materials, and techniques communicate cultural meanings within modern bridal fashion. 

There is also a need to examine the economic implications of this development, particularly its 

contribution to bead producers, fashion designers, artisans, and employment opportunities for 

Ghanaian youth. This study, therefore, examines the role of beaded garments in Ghanaian 

traditional marriages, focusing on their cultural and symbolic meanings, their contribution to 

contemporary bridal fashion, the relationship between tradition and modernity, and their economic 

significance. The study investigates how the beaded bridal garment functions as more than 

decoration or luxury fashion; it is a form of wearable cultural expression through which history, 

identity, spirituality, social status, creativity, and economic activity are brought together. By 

examining this evolving practice, the study contributes to the documentation and preservation of 

Ghanaian bead heritage while highlighting its continuing relevance in contemporary society. 

1.1 Statement of the problem 
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Beads constitute an important component of Ghanaian cultural heritage, serving symbolic, 

aesthetic, social, and spiritual functions, particularly in rites of passage and traditional marriage 

ceremonies (Sackey, 1985; Arthur, Adu-Gyamfi, & Asubonteng, 2015). However, the 

contemporary transformation of beads from conventional jewellery into extensively embellished 

bridal garments such as bodices, corsets, overlays, and gowns has received limited scholarly 

attention. Although previous studies have examined bead culture, indigenous beadmaking 

knowledge, symbolism, and the adaptation of traditional symbols into contemporary fashion 

(Avotri, 2009; Agyemang, Dube, & Ngulube, 2020; Asmah, Frimpong, & Asinyo, 2014), limited 

research has specifically examined how bead symbolism is transformed and communicated 

through contemporary bridal garments in Ghanaian traditional marriages. Furthermore, inadequate 

attention has been given to how contemporary beaded bridal fashion negotiates cultural heritage 

and modern identity, as well as its potential contribution to the local fashion value chain through 

employment, entrepreneurship, skills development, and youth empowerment. This knowledge gap 

limits understanding of how indigenous bead culture is being sustained, adapted, and innovated 

within contemporary bridal fashion. The study therefore examines the cultural, symbolic, aesthetic, 

and socioeconomic dimensions of beaded garments in Ghanaian traditional marriages, with 

particular emphasis on their role in cultural continuity, contemporary identity, and fashion-related 

livelihoods. 

1.2 Objective of the Study 

To examine the role of beaded garment in the Ghanaian traditional marriages 

2.0 Literature review 

2.1 History of Beads in Ghana 

Beads occupy an important place in the cultural, social, economic, and historical development of 

Ghanaian societies. Beyond decoration, they have traditionally functioned as expressions of 

identity, social status, spirituality, wealth, and participation in significant life-cycle event. Among 

the Krobo, Asante, and Ewe, beads have been incorporated into customary, ceremonial, and social 

practices, with their colours, forms, materials, and patterns often conveying specific cultural 

meanings. Thus, the history of beads in Ghana is closely connected to trade, craftsmanship, cultural 

identity, social organization, and indigenous knowledge. 

The historical development of beads in Ghana is strongly linked to long-distance trade along the 

West African coast. From the fifteenth century, maritime connections between Europe and West 

Africa facilitated the increasing importation of European glass beads, including Venetian beads, 

into Gold Coast markets. Beads became important commodities within existing systems of 

exchange and were circulated across the region (Fage, 1962; Victoria and Albert Museum, n.d.). 

Archaeological excavations at Elmina have also recovered approximately 30,000 European and 

locally produced glass beads, demonstrating their importance in commercial contact, technological 

development, and cultural interaction (DeCorse, 1989). 

The arrival of European beads did not replace indigenous bead-making traditions. Instead, 

imported beads existed alongside locally produced varieties and were incorporated into established 

cultural practices. The Krobo became particularly renowned for recycled and powdered-glass bead 
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production, using processes such as crushing, grinding, colouring, moulding, and heating glass 

(Affum, 2009; Agyei et al., 2012). This craft tradition has provided livelihoods while preserving 

indigenous knowledge and cultural heritage (Agyemang et al., 2020). The Bodom bead further 

illustrates the complex history of Ghanaian bead production. Although contemporary Bodom beads 

are strongly associated with Krobo production, Stanfield (2000) distinguishes between “old” and 

“new” Bodom, suggesting differences in their origins and manufacturing techniques. 

Beads have also played important roles in Ghanaian social and ceremonial life. Among the Krobo, 

they are associated with the Dipo initiation rite, which marks the transition of girls into 

womanhood (Adjaye, 1999). Beads used during such rites contribute to the visual expression of 

identity, gender, social status, and cultural values. Their use in naming ceremonies, marriage, 

festivals, funerals, chiefly activities, and other rites also facilitates the transmission of indigenous 

knowledge across generations (Agyemang et al., 2020). 

Among the Asante, beads were associated with wealth, political authority, ceremonial display, and 

social distinction. Beaded ornaments formed part of elite and royal adornment, sometimes being 

used alongside gold and other valuable materials (Victoria and Albert Museum, n.d.). Similarly, 

Ewe communities in Ghana and neighbouring Togo have longstanding traditions of bead 

production and use in personal adornment, ceremonial activities, and expressions of social and 

spiritual identity. These traditions reflect historical interaction and the movement of people, 

materials, technologies, and ideas across the region. 

Economically, beads functioned primarily as trade commodities rather than universally as 

currency. Their value varied according to factors such as material, colour, rarity, quality, 

craftsmanship, and local demand (Fage, 1962; Guerrero, 2010). At the same time, rare or 

elaborately produced beads could signify wealth and prestige. Bead adornment therefore operated 

simultaneously as an economic and symbolic system, communicating information about identity, 

status, age, gender, and ritual position (Agyei et al., 2012). 

Although Ghanaian bead traditions have remained culturally significant, the industry has evolved 

in response to globalization, technological change, tourism, and changing consumer preferences. 

Krobo artisans continue to use recycled glass while adapting designs and production to 

contemporary markets (Agyei et al., 2012). However, the increasing availability of imported beads 

has created competition for locally produced varieties (Baidoo et al., 2022). Despite these 

challenges, bead production continues to provide employment and income while supporting 

cultural tourism and the preservation of indigenous craft knowledge (Agyemang et al., 2019, 

2020). 

Overall, the history of beads in Ghana demonstrates their enduring relationship with culture, 

commerce, identity, spirituality, social organization, and craftsmanship. Among the Krobo, 

Asante, and Ewe, beads have functioned not only as ornaments but also as commodities, 

ceremonial objects, symbols of status, and vehicles for transmitting indigenous knowledge. Their 

continued adaptation to contemporary markets illustrates the dynamic nature of Ghanaian material 

culture and its capacity to preserve cultural traditions while responding to social, technological, 

and economic change. 
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2.2 Material Culture and Ghanaian Traditional Marriages 

Material culture refers to tangible objects such as clothing, ornaments, tools, and other physical 

resources through which communities express and transmit cultural knowledge. In Ghanaian 

traditional marriage practices, these objects serve purposes beyond decoration or function, 

communicating family identity, social status, values, relationships, and cultural expectations. Items 

such as marriage cloths, beads, jewellery, stools, and ceremonial gifts acquire symbolic meanings 

based on their colour, material, design, and use (Gbadagba et al., 2020; Nukpezah & Agbenyega, 

2018). Consequently, material culture provides an important means of understanding the social 

values, cultural identity, and relationships embedded in Ghanaian customary marriage practices. 

Traditional marriage ceremonies in Ghana demonstrate the close relationship between material 

objects and social meaning. Depending on the ethnic group, marriage rites may involve the 

presentation of cloth, jewellery, beads, money, drinks, household items, footwear, head coverings, 

and other gifts to the bride and members of her family. These objects form part of a broader system 

of exchange through which the families of the bride and groom establish and affirm social 

relationships. Research on customary marriage in southern Ghana, for example, indicates that 

items such as Kente, pieces of cloth, jewellery, headgear, handkerchiefs, and other personal 

possessions may constitute part of the materials presented during the marriage process (Nuworsu 

et al., 2019). Similarly, studies of Anlo marriage practices demonstrate that cloth and beads are 

incorporated into marriage rites and that their selection and presentation carry culturally 

recognised meanings (Ahiave & Agbeme, 2020).  

Among the most significant forms of Ghanaian textile material culture is Kente. Kente is 

distinguished by its complex woven structures, vibrant colours, geometric motifs, and carefully 

constructed patterns. The significance of the textile, however, extends beyond its visual 

attractiveness. Badoe and Opoku-Asare (2014) explain that Asante Kente designs contain names, 

motifs, colours, and structural arrangements that convey philosophical and cultural meanings. 

Consequently, Kente can be understood as a form of visual communication in which knowledge 

and values are encoded within the textile itself. The cloth can therefore communicate ideas 

concerning social identity, achievement, authority, morality, spirituality, and collective heritage.  

The communicative quality of Kente is particularly relevant to marriage because marriage 

represents an important transition in the social life of an individual. The clothing worn by the bride 

and groom can visually distinguish the occasion from ordinary everyday life while simultaneously 

connecting the couple to their ethnic and familial heritage. Kente worn during marriage ceremonies 

may consequently function as both attire and a cultural statement. Ventura (2012) observes that 

Kente and other Ghanaian textiles communicate through their colours, symbols, patterns, and 

methods of use, while their meanings have continued to adapt in response to contemporary social 

and economic conditions. This demonstrates that Ghanaian textiles should not be viewed as static 

cultural objects; instead, they remain dynamic forms of cultural expression that respond to 

changing lifestyles while retaining connections to historical traditions.  

The symbolic importance of Kente is further strengthened by the meanings associated with its 

colours and motifs. The arrangement of colours and patterns can contribute to the visual identity 
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of the wearer and communicate particular ideas appropriate to the social occasion. Ayesu et al. 

(2021) note that indigenous Ghanaian woven fabrics contain historical and philosophical 

associations that enable communities to connect contemporary cultural practices with their past. 

In the context of marriage, therefore, the selection of a particular textile design can contribute to 

the construction of a bride's identity and to the representation of the values that the families wish 

to project during the ceremony.  

Beads constitute another important dimension of Ghanaian material culture. Across several 

Ghanaian communities, beads have historically been associated with significant stages of the life 

cycle, including birth, puberty, marriage, leadership, and funerary practices. Arthur et al. (2015) 

argue that Ghanaian beads function as cultural texts because their meanings are produced through 

their relationship with the wearer, their placement on the body, and the social circumstances in 

which they are used. Thus, beads cannot be reduced to ornaments whose purpose is merely to 

enhance physical appearance. Their arrangement and use may communicate aspects of identity, 

social position, maturity, gender, and cultural affiliation. The role of beads in marriage ceremonies 

is particularly evident among the Krobo and other Ghanaian communities. Research on Krobo 

customary marriage ceremonies indicates that beads constitute an important part of the artistic and 

symbolic vocabulary of the occasion. Different bead colours, forms, and types may be associated 

with particular meanings, while the type and nature of beads worn can communicate the wearer’s 

social status, wealth, and cultural identity (Afful & Nantwi, 2018). The incorporation of beads into 

marriage attire therefore allows the body itself to become a medium through which cultural 

information is displayed and interpreted. The relationship between beads and marriage also 

demonstrates the continuity of indigenous knowledge. Research on bead-making within Krobo 

communities shows that knowledge concerning bead production and use is transmitted through 

cultural practices and rites of passage, including marriage ceremonies (Agyemang et al., 2020). 

Beads therefore represent not only finished decorative products but also the knowledge, skills, 

techniques, histories, and social practices associated with their production. Their presence in 

contemporary marriage ceremonies can consequently be interpreted as an expression of cultural 

continuity, even when their forms and applications are modified to accommodate contemporary 

fashion.  

Contemporary Ghanaian bridal fashion has increasingly created opportunities for designers to 

reinterpret these established forms of material culture. Beads are now incorporated directly into 

garments through techniques such as bead embroidery, surface embellishment, appliqué, and the 

attachment of individual beads to textile surfaces. This development expands the traditional 

function of beads from separate body ornaments into integrated components of clothing design. In 

this form, beads can increase the visual richness of a garment by introducing variations in texture, 

density, colour, and surface reflection. Their physical weight and three-dimensional quality also 

distinguish bead-embellished fabrics from conventional printed or woven textiles. 

The incorporation of beads into bridal garments can therefore be understood as a contemporary 

transformation of traditional Ghanaian material culture rather than a complete departure from it. 

The practice allows designers to combine established cultural symbols with modern construction 

methods, silhouettes, and aesthetic preferences. This process reflects the broader adaptability of 

Ghanaian textiles and adornment practices. As Ventura (2012) demonstrates, Ghanaian textile 
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traditions have historically responded to changing markets, technologies, consumer preferences, 

and social circumstances while continuing to communicate cultural meanings. The contemporary 

use of beads on bridal garments can similarly be viewed as part of an ongoing process of cultural 

adaptation.   

The transformation of beads from independent ornaments into textile embellishments also changes 

the visual relationship between the bride and the material objects she wears. Instead of beads 

appearing only as necklaces, bracelets, waist ornaments, or anklets, they may cover substantial 

areas of the garment, producing a highly textured and reflective surface. The bride consequently 

becomes a visible site where several dimensions of Ghanaian cultural identity intersect. Textile, 

colour, beadwork, body adornment, craftsmanship, and symbolism are brought together in a single 

ensemble. The resulting garment may therefore be interpreted as a form of wearable cultural 

heritage in which traditional knowledge is presented through a contemporary fashion language. 

Furthermore, the use of beadwork in contemporary bridal fashion demonstrates that material 

culture is not necessarily preserved by reproducing traditional objects exactly as they existed in 

the past. Cultural continuity can also occur through reinterpretation, adaptation, and innovation. 

When designers incorporate indigenous beads into new garment forms, they maintain a connection 

with established cultural practices while responding to contemporary expectations concerning 

aesthetics, individuality, luxury, and fashion. This relationship between tradition and innovation 

is particularly important in Ghanaian bridal fashion, where modern brides may seek garments that 

communicate both cultural authenticity and contemporary sophistication. 

The physical qualities of beads also contribute significantly to the aesthetic experience of the bridal 

garment. Their reflective surfaces interact with light and movement, producing changes in 

appearance as the wearer moves. Beadwork can create visual depth and tactile variation, while 

differences in bead size, shape, colour, and arrangement allow designers to construct intricate 

surface patterns. Consequently, the material properties of beads become part of the communicative 

potential of the garment. The embellishment does not merely make the garment more attractive; it 

can reinforce the ceremonial character of the clothing by creating a sense of distinction, richness, 

and visual importance. 

In this context, Ghanaian traditional marriage attire can be understood as a form of embodied 

material culture. The objects associated with the ceremony acquire meaning through their 

relationship with the body, the ceremony, the participating families, and the wider community. 

Kente communicates through its woven patterns and colours, while beads communicate through 

their material qualities, placement, colour, and relationship to the wearer. Together, these materials 

demonstrate how cultural knowledge can be preserved and communicated through clothing and 

adornment. The contemporary incorporation of beads into bridal textiles therefore represents an 

extension of Ghana's material heritage, in which traditional symbols and techniques are 

transformed into innovative expressions of identity. 

Ultimately, the relationship between material culture and Ghanaian traditional marriage illustrates 

the continuing importance of objects in the construction and communication of cultural identity. 

Kente, beads, jewellery, and other ceremonial objects serve as tangible connections between 

individuals, families, history, and community. Their meanings are not fixed solely in their physical 
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forms but are produced through cultural interpretation and social practice. The increasing use of 

bead embellishment in contemporary bridal garments demonstrates how designers can draw upon 

these established meanings while introducing new aesthetic and technical possibilities. Rather than 

displacing tradition, such innovations can contribute to its continued visibility and relevance within 

contemporary Ghanaian society.   

 

2.3 Blending Tradition and Modernity in Contemporary Bridal Fashion 

Contemporary Ghanaian bridal fashion can be understood as a dynamic space in which indigenous 

cultural traditions intersect with modern and globally circulating fashion practices. Rather than 

representing a complete departure from traditional forms of dress, contemporary bridal garments 

frequently demonstrate a process of cultural adaptation in which elements associated with 

Ghanaian identity are incorporated into internationally recognizable silhouettes. This phenomenon 

reflects the broader hybridization of African fashion, where local materials, symbols, techniques, 

and aesthetic values are combined with design forms influenced by Western and global fashion 

systems (Richards, 2016; Kuma-Kpobee, 2020). Ghanaian fashion has historically developed 

through such interactions, with designers adapting external influences while simultaneously 

maintaining connections to local cultural identities.  

The contemporary bridal gown provides a particularly significant example of this interaction 

between tradition and modernity. Modern Ghanaian brides may select gowns characterized by 

internationally popular silhouettes, including mermaid, A-line, ball-gown, fitted, or corseted 

designs, while incorporating distinctly Ghanaian elements into the garment. These indigenous 

features may include Kente-inspired fabrics, locally produced beads, Adinkra symbols, traditional 

embroidery, appliqué, and other forms of handcrafted ornamentation. Asmah et al. (2014), for 

example, demonstrate that Akan symbols can be incorporated into contemporary wedding gowns 

without eliminating their cultural meanings. Their study illustrates how traditional Ghanaian 

concepts can be reinterpreted within contemporary bridal design, thereby producing garments that 

are simultaneously modern in appearance and culturally significant.  

This fusion should not necessarily be interpreted as a simple replacement of African dress by 

Western fashion. Instead, it can be viewed as a process of creative negotiation in which designers 

and consumers select, modify, and recombine elements from different fashion traditions. Richards 

(2016) observes that Ghanaian fashion has long involved the combination of local and global 

influences, producing garments that allow wearers to express both Ghanaian identity and 

cosmopolitan aspirations. The historical development of Ghanaian fashion demonstrates that the 

relationship between local and foreign dress has been characterized by adaptation and 

reinterpretation rather than straightforward imitation.  

The incorporation of indigenous materials and embellishments into contemporary bridal gowns is 

therefore important because it enables the garment to perform both aesthetic and cultural functions. 

Beadwork, for instance, can transform a conventional bridal silhouette into a garment that 

communicates cultural identity and heritage. Beads and bead embroidery have a long-standing 

association with Ghanaian cultural expression, and contemporary artisans increasingly combine 
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beadwork with fabrics such as Kente to create innovative fashion pieces. This development is 

particularly visible in bridal and ceremonial clothing, where traditional materials and decorative 

techniques are being reinterpreted through contemporary design approaches.  

Similarly, the use of indigenous symbols in bridal fashion provides a means through which cultural 

meanings can be retained within modern garments. Adinkra symbols, for example, possess 

philosophical and social meanings that can extend beyond their decorative function. Their 

incorporation into contemporary wedding attire allows designers to embed cultural narratives 

within garments that otherwise follow internationally recognizable fashion conventions (Asmah et 

al., 2014). In this respect, the bridal gown becomes more than an item of ceremonial clothing; it 

becomes a visual medium through which the bride can communicate aspects of her cultural 

identity, values, heritage, and connection to Ghanaian traditions.  

The transformation of traditional Ghanaian clothing itself further demonstrates the fluid 

relationship between indigenous dress and modern fashion. Kuma-Kpobee (2020) notes that 

traditional garments such as the kaba and slit have undergone significant changes in their 

construction, fit, and form as Western fashion influences and contemporary expectations have 

become increasingly integrated into Ghanaian dress practices. This evolution suggests that 

modernity does not necessarily eliminate traditional clothing. Rather, traditional forms can be 

redesigned to accommodate changing aesthetic preferences, technologies, body silhouettes, and 

consumer expectations.   

Within the context of bridal fashion, this process of adaptation allows the Ghanaian bride to 

negotiate multiple expectations simultaneously. On one hand, marriage remains an important 

cultural and social institution in which clothing can communicate respect for family, heritage, and 

community values. On the other hand, contemporary brides are increasingly exposed to 

international bridal trends through fashion media, social media, designers, weddings, and the 

global fashion industry. The resulting bridal gown can therefore embody both cultural continuity 

and contemporary fashion consciousness. Ghanaian clothing research similarly emphasizes that 

dress carries symbolic meanings beyond physical appearance and that modern influences have 

increasingly interacted with established cultural forms (Dzramedo et al., 2013).   

Consequently, the contemporary Ghanaian bridal gown may be understood as a form of 

cosmopolitan localism, whereby global fashion aesthetics are localized through indigenous 

materials, craftsmanship, symbols, and cultural meanings. Recent research into Ghanaian bridal 

design demonstrates that designers are experimenting with locally meaningful materials and 

unconventional detailing techniques to develop bridal garments that are innovative while 

remaining connected to Ghanaian cultural contexts (Opoku et al., 2022). This approach challenges 

the assumption that modernity and tradition are necessarily opposing forces. Instead, they can 

operate together to produce new forms of cultural expression within the fashion industry.   

Therefore, the contemporary Ghanaian bridal gown represents more than an adoption of Western 

fashion aesthetics. It constitutes a negotiated fashion identity in which international design 

conventions are selectively combined with indigenous cultural resources. Through the integration 

of modern silhouettes with traditional textiles, beadwork, symbols, embroidery, and other forms 

of Ghanaian craftsmanship, bridal designers create garments that enable women to participate in 

https://doi.org/10.53819/81018102t


 
\\ 
 

https://doi.org/10.53819/81018102t70120 
96 

 

Stratford Peer Reviewed Journals and Book Publishing 

Journal of Education 

Volume 9||Issue 2 ||Page 87-108|| October|2026|  

Email: info@stratfordjournals.org ISSN: 2616-8383 

 

contemporary global fashion while maintaining visible connections to their cultural heritage. This 

blending of influences demonstrates that Ghanaian fashion is not static; rather, it continually 

evolves through processes of reinterpretation, adaptation, and creative exchange between tradition 

and modernity (Richards, 2016; Asmah et al., 2014; Kuma-Kpobee, 2020). 

2.3 Trends of Bead Jewellery in Ghana 

The history and development of bead jewellery in Ghana can be traced through a combination of 

archaeological discoveries, oral traditions, cultural beliefs, and changing artistic practices. 

Although the Krobo area in the Eastern Region has become particularly renowned for bead 

production, the use of beads in Ghana predates the emergence of the contemporary Krobo bead-

making industry. Archaeological evidence indicates that beads were used in Ghana as far back as 

the Late Stone Age. For example, beads have been recovered from archaeological sites associated 

with the Kintampo culture, with some materials dating to approximately 1450 B.C. (Kumekpor et 

al., 1995). This evidence demonstrates that beads have long formed part of Ghanaian material 

culture and were not originally limited to the Krobo people.  

The origins of beads within Ghanaian society are, however, surrounded by both historical evidence 

and fascinating traditional narratives. Among the Krobo people, one popular belief associates the 

discovery of beads with the appearance of colourful objects after heavy rainfall. According to this 

tradition, beads could be found at the end of a rainbow, giving them a supernatural and mysterious 

character. From an archaeological perspective, however, this phenomenon has been explained 

differently. Kumekpor et al. (1995) suggest that heavy rainfall may have eroded old burial grounds, 

exposing beads that had previously been buried with the deceased. Thus, what may have been 

interpreted traditionally as a supernatural occurrence could also be understood as an archaeological 

process in which soil erosion revealed objects associated with earlier communities and burial 

practices. 

Archaeological discoveries further demonstrate the antiquity of bead use in Ghana. Beads made 

from natural materials such as stone, shell and other locally available resources were used for 

personal adornment and possibly for social and ritual purposes. Evidence from Late Stone Age 

contexts indicates that beads were already associated with human burial practices. The discovery 

of beads in funerary contexts is particularly important because it suggests that beads were not 

merely decorative objects; they could also communicate information about identity, status, 

spirituality and the relationship between the living and the dead (Kumekpor et al., 1995). Similar 

archaeological research across West Africa demonstrates that beads can provide valuable 

information about chronology, trade, social relationships and cultural practices.  

Over time, beads acquired meanings that extended beyond physical decoration. Within Ghanaian 

communities, particular beads could signify age, gender, social status, wealth, religious affiliation, 

marital status and participation in important rites of passage. Among the Krobo, for example, beads 

continue to feature prominently in important ceremonies, including birth, puberty and marriage 

ceremonies, as well as funerals and festivals. Bead arrangements and combinations can therefore 

function as a form of visual communication through which individuals express aspects of their 

social and cultural identity (Ashe, 2012). Ashe's study of contemporary Krobo society further 
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demonstrates that the aesthetic arrangement of beads can communicate social meaning, even as 

patterns of bead use change over time.  

Traditional beliefs have also contributed to the spiritual significance attached to particular beads. 

Some beads were believed to possess supernatural powers, while certain heirloom beads were 

associated with protection, spiritual influence or witchcraft. Similarly, unusual stones or beads 

discovered after thunderstorms could be interpreted through supernatural explanations, including 

the belief that they had been produced through thunder or other spiritual forces. Such beliefs 

illustrate the way in which material objects can acquire meanings that extend beyond their physical 

composition. Beads therefore occupy an important position at the intersection of material culture, 

spirituality and social identity in Ghanaian society. 

The development of the Krobo bead industry represents an important later stage in this history. 

The Krobo area has become one of the most recognised centres of bead production in Ghana, 

particularly for recycled and powdered-glass beads. Contemporary Krobo bead makers employ 

techniques that involve transforming glass into colourful beads, including translucent, powdered-

glass, painted and seed-bead varieties. Bead production has consequently become both a cultural 

practice and an economic activity, with knowledge and skills being transmitted from one 

generation to another.  

The introduction and increasing availability of glass also transformed bead jewellery in Ghana. 

Earlier beads were produced from natural materials, including stone, shell, bone and other 

resources, while later developments incorporated glass and other imported materials. European 

trade significantly influenced the availability and circulation of glass beads along the West African 

coast. Archaeological investigations, particularly at Elmina, have demonstrated the presence of 

large quantities of European and locally produced glass beads, highlighting the importance of 

beads within historical systems of trade and cultural exchange. 

In contemporary Ghana, therefore, bead jewellery can be understood as a combination of heritage, 

fashion, identity and economic enterprise. While beads continue to perform traditional functions 

during ceremonies and rites of passage, they have increasingly entered modern fashion, tourism, 

craft markets and international trade. Contemporary bead designers and artisans’ experiment with 

colours, patterns, shapes and combinations of materials to produce jewellery such as necklaces, 

bracelets, waist beads, earrings and accessories. The continued popularity of Krobo beads 

demonstrates how an ancient tradition can adapt to contemporary aesthetic preferences without 

completely losing its cultural significance (Ashe, 2012).   

The current trend in Ghanaian bead jewellery can therefore be viewed as a process of continuity 

and transformation. Traditional meanings remain important, but beads are also being reinterpreted 

as fashionable accessories and creative products for local and international consumers. This 

transformation has helped sustain bead-making communities while simultaneously exposing 

Ghanaian bead traditions to new markets and audiences. Consequently, the history of beads in 

Ghana is not simply a story of ancient adornment; it is an evolving cultural tradition in which 

archaeology, spirituality, craftsmanship, fashion and commerce continue to interact. 

3.0 Research Methodology 
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The participants included were bead jewellers, bridal Fashion Designers and couples who have 

been together between seven to ten years. Again, these participants were very experienced in their 

respective areas. 

Following the selection of the study sites, a work plan was created outlining when each of the sites 

would be visited. An initial visit was made to each location to identify participants and make the 

required contacts and appointments for the interview schedule. Investigations were conducted to 

gather phone numbers from the majority of the respondents, particularly the bead jewellers, bridal 

Fashion Designers and couples in order to determine when they would be available. To obtain the 

required information, the researcher employed two main data collection methods, namely direct 

observation and semi-structured interviews. Direct observation enabled the researcher to examine 

the practices, processes, materials, designs, and techniques associated with bead jewellery and 

bridal fashion. The semi-structured interviews, on the other hand, provided participants with the 

opportunity to express their views, experiences, perceptions, and opinions in greater detail. The 

flexible nature of the interviews also allowed the researcher to ask follow-up questions where 

necessary to obtain further clarification and deeper insights into the issues being studied. 

The data collected from the participants and observations were analyzed using thematic analysis. 

This approach involved carefully examining the collected information, identifying recurring ideas 

and patterns, and grouping related responses into meaningful themes and categories. The themes 

were subsequently interpreted in relation to the objectives and research questions of the study. The 

use of thematic analysis enabled the researcher to present the findings in a systematic and coherent 

manner while highlighting the major issues and perspectives that emerged from the participants' 

responses. 

Axial coding was employed to establish relationships among the categories generated through the 

initial coding of the interview and observation data. The central phenomenon identified was 

the use and integration of bead jewellery in bridal fashion. The causal conditions 

included participants' knowledge, experience, expertise, and cultural backgrounds. The 

study locations; Accra, Kumasi, Koforidua, Ho, and Cape Coast provided the cultural 

and geographical context within which bead jewellery and bridal fashion practices occurred. 

Intervening conditions included the availability of materials, professional experience, cultural 

practices, and changing bridal fashion trends. Participants' strategies included bead selection, 

jewellery design, adaptation of designs, and incorporation of bead jewellery into bridal attire. 

These interactions resulted in outcomes such as aesthetic enhancement, cultural expression, 

representation of identity, and the adaptation and continuity of traditional bead-making and bridal 

practices. The relationships among these categories provided a basis for developing the 

major themes presented in the findings. 

Table:1 Demographics of participants 

Designation 

of 

participants 

No of 

Participan

ts 

Gender Educationa

l 

Backgroun

d 

Age 

Rang

e 

Number of 

Years Spent in 

the Business 
Male Femal

e   
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Source: 

Fieldwork 

Data, 

(2026 

Table 1 

presents 

the 

demographic characteristics of the participants. The study involved eight (8) bead jewellers (BJ), 

eight (8) bridal fashion designers (FD), and five (5) couples (C). Of the eight bead jewellers, five 

(5) were females. Their educational backgrounds ranged from Junior High School (JHS) to tertiary 

level, and they had between seven (7) and ten (10) years of working experience. The eight (8) 

bridal fashion designers comprised two (2) males and six (6) females. Their educational 

backgrounds ranged from Junior High School (JHS) to tertiary level, while their ages ranged from 

21 to 50 years. They had between seven (7) and ten (10) years of professional experience.The 

study also included five (5) couples, comprising both brides and grooms. Their educational 

backgrounds ranged from Junior High School (JHS) to tertiary level, and their ages ranged from 

20 to 35 years. At the time of the study, all the couples had been together for between seven (7) 

and ten (10) years. 

4.0 Findings and Discussion 

4.1 Visual Communication 

Participants' accounts and observational evidence indicated that bead selection for bridal garments 

in Ghana was not based solely on aesthetic considerations. Rather, bead selection constitutes an 

important form of visual communication through which cultural values, social identity, spirituality, 

and expectations surrounding marriage are expressed. Participant BJ03 stated that … Beads convey 

cultural identity, as different ethnic groups have their own distinctive types of beads. When worn, 

these beads can signify and showcase an individual’s cultural, gold and yellow beads emerged as 

particularly significant across Akan and Ga-Adangbe traditions. l or ethnic background. These 

colours are closely associated with royalty, wealth, prosperity, fertility, and the radiance of the 

sun. The colour, arrangement, size, and combination of beads contribute to the symbolic meaning 

of the bridal garment and communicate messages about the bride, her family, and the significance 

of the marital union. Participant BFD 01 state that … These colours are closely associated 

with royalty, wealth, prosperity, fertility, and the radiance of the sun among the Ga – Adangbe and 

Akan ethnic groups.  

Their use on bridal garments therefore communicates aspirations for a prosperous marriage, social 

dignity, abundance, and a fruitful union. The prominence of gold-coloured beads may also reflect 

the historical and cultural importance of gold within Ghanaian societies, particularly among the 

Akan, where gold has traditionally been associated with kingship, authority, prestige, and material 

prosperity. Consequently, incorporating gold and yellow beads into bridal attire can be understood 

BJ (01 – 8) 8 3 5 JHS-

Tertiary 

30-56 7-10 

BFD (01-08) 8 2 6 JHS-

Tertiary 

21-50 7-10 

C (01-05) 5 5 5 JHS-

Tertiary  

20-35 7-10 
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as both an aesthetic choice and a symbolic affirmation of the bride's elevated social status as she 

enters a new stage of life. 

Blue beads, on the other hand, were found to communicate meanings associated with purity, 

spirituality, peace, tranquillity, and new beginnings. Within the context of marriage, blue can 

represent the desire for harmony and emotional stability between the couple. Its association with 

spirituality also suggests a deeper expectation that the marital relationship should be guided and 

protected by spiritual values. The incorporation of blue beads may therefore symbolize prayers 

and aspirations for a peaceful household, a stable relationship, and a positive beginning to married 

life. 

Similarly, white and silver beads carry strong symbolic associations with joy, victory, purity, and 

sanctity. Their presence on bridal garments reinforces the celebratory character of marriage while 

simultaneously emphasizing the sacred nature of the union. White, in particular, can communicate 

cleanliness, innocence, peace, and spiritual purity, whereas silver may introduce ideas of elegance, 

distinction, and enduring value. Together, these colours can be interpreted as representing the 

bride's transition into marriage with optimism, dignity, and spiritual preparedness. 

The research further revealed that symbolism is not limited to bead colour. The arrangement and 

composition of beads on the bridal garment are equally important in constructing meaning. Beads 

may be organized into repetitive geometric forms, linear arrangements, symmetrical compositions, 

or patterns inspired by traditional Ghanaian visual motifs. Some arrangements resemble or draw 

inspiration from Adinkra symbols, whose meanings are rooted in concepts such as wisdom, unity, 

strength, perseverance, protection, and continuity. Through such arrangements, the bridal garment 

becomes more than an item of clothing; it functions as a visual text through which cultural 

knowledge and values are communicated. 

Geometric repetition and symmetry may also evoke ideas of balance, stability, continuity, and 

harmony. In the context of marriage, these qualities are particularly significant because they reflect 

expectations concerning a stable and enduring relationship. Patterns that suggest continuity may 

symbolize the joining of two families and the continuation of lineage, while motifs associated with 

protection and ancestral blessings may express the belief that marriage is not simply a union 

between two individuals but also a relationship involving their wider families and ancestral 

heritage.  

The findings therefore suggest that Ghanaian bridal beadwork operates at the intersection 

of beauty, identity, spirituality, and cultural memory. The colours and patterns selected for a bridal 

garment provide a visual vocabulary through which families and artisans communicate hopes for 

prosperity, fertility, peace, spiritual protection, and marital longevity. This demonstrates that 

beadwork in Ghanaian bridal fashion should not be understood merely as decorative 

embellishment. Instead, it represents a culturally embedded system of visual symbolism in 

which colour, pattern, material, and arrangement collectively transform the bridal garment into a 

carrier of cultural meaning and social values. 

4.2 The Transformation of Beadwork in the Local Fashion Economy 

The study revealed that the increasing incorporation of beads into contemporary bridal fashion has 

contributed to changes in the local fashion landscape. Beadwork has moved beyond its traditional 
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use as a decorative element and has become an important component of luxury fashion production, 

particularly in the creation of elaborate bridal gowns. Unlike simple fabric-based dresses, fully 

beaded gowns demand considerable time, technical expertise, and manual effort. The production 

process may require a team of skilled bead artisans to work continuously for several weeks or even 

months, depending on the complexity of the design, the density of the beadwork, and the size of 

the garment. In some cases, thousands of individual beads are carefully attached by hand to achieve 

the desired patterns, texture, and visual effect. 

Participants described growing demand for intricately beaded bridal wear as creating economic 

opportunities for several groups involved in the beadwork and fashion industries. The process 

begins with local bead producers and artisans, particularly those operating within the Krobo and 

Somanya areas, which are widely associated with bead production in Ghana. These artisans supply 

the beads that serve as essential raw materials for designers and bead workers. The beads then 

move through wholesale and retail markets, where they are purchased by fashion practitioners 

according to the colours, sizes, shapes, and quantities required for specific designs. 

Fashion designers and specialized tambour or hand-beading artisans constitute another important 

stage in this value chain. They transform the beads into sophisticated fashion products by 

combining traditional craftsmanship with contemporary design techniques. Their work requires 

creativity, precision, patience, and considerable technical skill. The finished garments are 

eventually purchased by brides, who constitute the final consumers and often seek unique, 

luxurious, and culturally expressive bridal outfits. 

The findings suggest that the popularity of beaded bridal gowns supports a network of economic 

relationships linking rural bead producers, traders, designers, specialized artisans, and consumers. 

This relationship can be represented as follows: 

4.3 Local Bead Producers and Artisans (Krobo/Somanya) → Wholesale and Retail Bead 

Traders → Fashion Designers and Tambour/Beadwork Artisans → Brides and Other 

Consumers 

This expanding market has broader implications for the preservation and commercialization of 

traditional bead-making. Increased demand for locally produced beads provides artisans with 

opportunities to generate income from a skill that may previously have been regarded as a 

declining or less economically viable traditional occupation. Rather than remaining solely a 

cultural practice, bead-making is increasingly being incorporated into a fashion value chain. 

Furthermore, the study revealed that the relationship between traditional bead craftsmanship and 

modern bridal fashion has contributed to the repositioning of beads as a premium fashion material. 

Designers' creative use of beads has increased their aesthetic and commercial value, while the 

demand for customized and heavily embellished bridal gowns has created new markets for bead 

producers and skilled beadworkers. Consequently, the contemporary bridal fashion industry serves 

not only as a platform for creative expression but also as a mechanism through which traditional 

craft knowledge can be sustained and economically rewarded. 

In this regard, the development of beaded bridal fashion demonstrates how traditional craft 

practices can be adapted to meet contemporary consumer preferences. The growing 
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commercialization of beadwork has the potential to strengthen rural livelihoods, encourage the 

transmission of bead-making skills to younger generations, and preserve aspects of Ghana's 

material and cultural heritage. The movement of beads from local production centres to fashion 

markets and ultimately into high-value bridal garments illustrates the emergence of a dynamic 

value chain in which traditional craftsmanship and modern fashion consumption mutually 

reinforce each other. 

4.4 Balancing Tradition and Modernity in Identity 

Research findings reveal that the choice to wear a beaded garment among contemporary Ghanaian 

brides extends beyond considerations of beauty and fashion; it represents a deliberate process of 

negotiating personal, cultural, and social identity. Interviews with modern brides suggest that many 

women occupy a space between traditional cultural expectations and the influences of 

contemporary, global lifestyles. They are often highly educated, professionally active, exposed to 

international fashion trends, and familiar with Western modes of dress, yet they continue to 

maintain a strong connection to Ghanaian cultural values and traditions. 

The beaded garment provides an important means through which these seemingly contrasting 

aspects of identity can be brought together. The construction of the garment may incorporate 

contemporary design features such as structured corsetry, fitted silhouettes, sophisticated tailoring, 

and other elements associated with Western bridal fashion. These features enable the bride to 

express her modern sense of style, individuality, femininity, and awareness of international 

fashion. At the same time, the incorporation of locally meaningful beads and other indigenous 

materials establishes a visible connection to Ghanaian cultural heritage. 

Research therefore indicates that the garment functions as a form of cultural mediation. Rather 

than requiring the bride to choose exclusively between traditional and modern forms of identity, 

the beaded dress allows her to combine elements of both. The modern construction communicates 

contemporary aspirations, while the indigenous materials preserve cultural meaning and reinforce 

a sense of belonging. In this regard, the garment becomes a visual representation of how 

contemporary Ghanaian women navigate changing social identities while remaining connected to 

their cultural origins. 

The findings further suggest that wearing indigenous beads within a contemporary bridal design 

can be understood as an expression of cultural confidence. In an increasingly globalized society 

where international fashion influences are readily accessible, the decision to incorporate culturally 

specific materials demonstrates that modernity does not necessarily require the abandonment of 

tradition. Instead, tradition can be reinterpreted, redesigned, and incorporated into contemporary 

forms of expression. The beaded bridal garment consequently enables the modern Ghanaian bride 

to communicate both her participation in a global fashion culture and her appreciation of her 

indigenous heritage. 

Ultimately, the beaded garment represents more than a bridal fashion choice. It serves as a 

symbolic platform through which the bride constructs and communicates a multifaceted identity. 

By combining contemporary tailoring with culturally significant materials, she demonstrates that 

modern Ghanaian identity can accommodate both innovation and tradition. The garment thus 
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becomes an embodiment of cultural pride, personal expression, and the continuing adaptation of 

Ghanaian heritage within a rapidly changing and globally connected society 

4.5 Employment Opportunities and Financial Independence among Ghanaian Youth 

Participants perceived that the increasing acceptance and patronage of beaded garments as a bridal 

fashion choice could generate employment opportunities and support financial independence 

among Ghanaian youth. The growing interest in beaded bridal attire creates a market for 

individuals with skills in bead-making, bead embroidery, fashion design, tailoring, garment 

production, styling, and other related areas of the fashion industry. As more brides incorporate 

beads into their wedding outfits, accessories, and other ceremonial garments, there is likely to be 

an increased demand for young people who possess the technical and creative skills required to 

produce these unique fashion pieces. Participants further suggested that the expansion of beaded 

bridal fashion may serve as an avenue for young people to establish their own businesses and 

become self-employed. Participant BFD05 stated that……...most of the people here who are into 

beaded bridal fashion have open their shops and they are making money.Youth who acquire 

expertise in beadwork and garment construction can use these skills to establish small-scale 

enterprises, offer customized bridal-wear services, produce and sell beaded accessories, or 

collaborate with fashion designers and wedding service providers. Such entrepreneurial activities 

can provide young people with regular sources of income and create opportunities for them to 

build financially sustainable livelihoods. 

In addition, participants perceived that the beaded fashion sector could contribute to the 

development of practical skills among the youth. Through training, apprenticeship, and hands-on 

experience, young people can acquire competencies that are relevant to the growing fashion and 

creative industries. These skills can increase their employability and enable them to take advantage 

of emerging opportunities within the local fashion market. The ability to generate income through 

their own creative skills can also reduce financial dependence on parents, relatives, and other 

sources of support. 

The findings also suggest that increased patronage of beaded bridal garments may stimulate a 

wider network of employment within the fashion value chain. Apart from the bead artisans and 

garment designers directly involved in production, opportunities may also arise for fabric 

suppliers, bead merchants, tailors, fashion marketers, photographers, stylists, wedding planners, 

and other service providers. Consequently, the growth of beaded bridal fashion may have a 

multiplier effect by supporting various forms of youth employment and small-business 

development. 

Furthermore, participants suggested that promoting beaded bridal fashion not only has economic 

benefits but may also contribute to the preservation and promotion of Ghanaian cultural heritage. 

By incorporating traditional beadwork and indigenous design elements into contemporary bridal 

clothing, young fashion entrepreneurs can combine cultural identity with modern fashion trends. 

This provides them with an opportunity to commercialize aspects of Ghanaian heritage while 

creating products that appeal to both local and potentially international markets. 
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Overall, participants perceived that greater patronage of beaded garments for bridal occasions may 

provide a meaningful pathway towards youth empowerment in Ghana. By creating opportunities 

for employment, entrepreneurship, skills acquisition, and income generation, the beaded bridal 

fashion industry can help young people become more economically independent. It can therefore 

serve not only as a means of promoting creativity and cultural expression but also as a potential 

contributor to sustainable livelihoods and the broader economic development of Ghanaian youth. 

5.0 Summary  

This study examined the role of beaded garments in Ghanaian traditional marriages, focusing on 

their cultural, symbolic, aesthetic, identity, and socioeconomic significance. A qualitative research 

approach was adopted, involving 21 participants comprising eight bead jewellers, eight bridal 

fashion designers, and five couples. Data were collected through direct observation and semi-

structured interviews and analysed thematically using axial coding. 

The study found that beads in contemporary bridal garments function beyond aesthetic decoration. 

Their colours, patterns, materials, and arrangements communicate meanings associated with 

cultural identity, royalty, wealth, prosperity, purity, spirituality, fertility, peace, protection, and 

marital stability. The incorporation of beads into bodices, corsets, overlays, and gowns 

demonstrates the transformation of traditional beadwork into contemporary bridal fashion. 

The findings further revealed that beaded bridal garments provide a means of balancing tradition 

and modernity. By combining indigenous beads and cultural symbolism with contemporary 

silhouettes and construction techniques, brides are able to express both their Ghanaian heritage 

and modern identities. Beaded garments therefore serve as forms of wearable cultural heritage and 

visual communication. 

The study also found that contemporary beaded bridal fashion contributes to a local fashion value 

chain involving bead producers, traders, designers, artisans, and consumers. Participants 

associated the growing demand for beaded garments with opportunities for employment, 

entrepreneurship, skills development, and youth economic empowerment. 

The study concludes that the transformation of beads into contemporary bridal garments represents 

cultural continuity, adaptation, and innovation rather than a departure from tradition. It 

recommends the documentation and preservation of indigenous beadwork knowledge, integration 

of beadwork into fashion education, support for local bead artisans, and protection of Ghanaian 

bead designs and motifs. 

 

 

6.0 Conclusion 

The evolution of the beaded garment in Ghanaian traditional marriage ceremonies demonstrates 

the enduring significance and adaptability of Ghanaian cultural traditions in contemporary society. 

Once primarily regarded as a form of luxurious adornment, the beaded garment has become an 

important component of bridal fashion, reflecting the ability of cultural practices to adapt to 
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changing social conditions, fashion trends, and individual preferences without losing their cultural 

essence. 

Beyond its aesthetic value, the beaded garment carries cultural, social, and symbolic meanings 

associated with beauty, status, femininity, spirituality, identity, and social belonging. Its 

incorporation into contemporary bridal wear connects the past with the present, enabling modern 

brides to express both cultural heritage and personal style. Through innovations in design, 

materials, techniques, colours, and garment construction, Ghanaian designers and artisans have 

successfully reinterpreted traditional beadwork to suit contemporary tastes, demonstrating that 

tradition and modernity can coexist. 

The growing demand for beaded bridal garments also contributes to the local creative economy by 

creating opportunities for bead makers, artisans, embroiderers, seamstresses, designers, and 

retailers. Thus, beaded bridal fashion supports both cultural preservation and indigenous 

livelihoods. 

Overall, the development of the beaded garment represents more than a change in fashion; it 

reflects a broader process of cultural continuity, adaptation, and innovation. Its continued use in 

Ghanaian traditional marriages demonstrates the resilience of cultural traditions and their capacity 

to remain meaningful and relevant while providing contemporary brides with a distinctive means 

of expressing heritage, identity, and individuality. 

7.0 Recommendations 

i. Documentation and Preservation: The National Commission on Culture and other 

fashion and cultural institutions in Ghana should work together to systematically record 

contemporary beaded designs, motifs, techniques, and the meanings attached to them. 

Creating archives, photographs, digital records, and written documentation would help 

preserve this knowledge for future generations and reduce the risk of losing important 

aspects of Ghanaian cultural identity. 

ii. Integration into Education: Fashion and design institutions in Ghana should include 

traditional bead-weaving, bead embroidery, and tambour beading as important components 

of their academic programmes. Practical training in these indigenous techniques would 

enable students to understand their cultural significance while developing the skills needed 

to adapt them creatively to contemporary fashion. 

iii. Financial and Technical Support for Artisans: The government and relevant cultural 

organizations should introduce grants, affordable equipment, training programmes, and 

improved production facilities for local bead makers, particularly in areas such as Somanya 

and the Krobo communities. Such support would improve the quality and consistency of 

locally produced beads, strengthen artisans' businesses, create employment opportunities, 

and increase Ghana's ability to compete in international markets. 

iv. Protection of Intellectual Property: Ghanaian designers and artisans should be 

encouraged to register and protect original beaded patterns, motifs, and designs through 

appropriate intellectual property mechanisms. This would help prevent unauthorized 

copying and large-scale reproduction by foreign textile producers while ensuring that local 

creators receive recognition and potential economic benefits from their creative work. 
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